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Mr. Speaker, we hear much these days

about the need to work closely with our friends
and allies in South Korea. Here is a concrete
request from Seoul. If the idea of working in
cooperation with South Korea has any mean-
ing at all, then I don’t see how we have any
choice but to honor Minister Hong’s request
that we not sabotage the Agreed Framework.

I submit Minister Hong’s letter to the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, so that other Members
may have the benefit of his views.
THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND

TRADE,
Seoul, Korea, September 16, 1998.

LEE HAMILTON,
Congressman, House of Representatives, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington,
DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HAMILTON. It was a
great pleasure to meet you during my recent
visit to the United States. In particular, I
am very grateful for your kindness in at-
tending the meeting I had at the U.S. House
of Representatives. I found the discussions
on the U.S.-Korea relationship as well as our
policies toward north Korea to be very useful
and informative.

As discussed during our meeting, I fully
share with you and your colleagues the deep
apprehension about north Korea’s recent ac-
tions, such as the construction of under-
ground facilities and the firing of a launcher.

However, we believe that the Geneva
Framework Agreement, though not perfect,
has played an effective and useful role in
freezing north Korea’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram and thus maintaining peace and secu-
rity of the Korean Peninsula and in North-
east Asia.

As we press north Korea to fully abide by
its obligations under the Agreement, we
should be careful not to give it any excuse to
break the nuclear freeze. In this respect, the
support of the U.S. House of Representatives
for smooth implementation of the Agree-
ment is most important.

At the same time, it is essential to draw
north Korea to engage in genuine dialogue
and exchanges with the Republic of Korea.
Lasting peace and security on the Korean
Peninsula can not be realized without talks
between the parties directly concerned. We
count on the continued assistance of the U.S.
Congress for our engagement policy toward
the north.

Once again, thanking you for your support
and the warm hospitality extended to me
during my visit to the United States, I wish
you good health and success in all of your
noble endeavors.

Sincerely,
HONG SOON-YOUNG.

f

IN REMEMBERANCE OF ROBERTA
MURPHY

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 1998

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to inform
our colleagues of the passing earlier this week
of one of the most remarkable public servants
of our Hudson valley region in New York.

Roberta Murphy was one of a kind. Our
local newspaper dubbed her ‘‘the bulldog of
Orange County’’ and considering her tenacity
and dedication to the public interest that de-
scription is certainly apt. Roberta was a deeply
caring person, and at the same time was also
a skilled political leader who knew how to get

things done and how to accomplish the impos-
sible.

Roberta Murphy was first elected to the
Legislature of Orange County, NY, in 1977,
the first woman ever elected to that body. It
became obvious as the years went by that she
was no mere follower or rubber stamp who
went along with others. Rather, she was a
trailblazer, willing and eager to lead. In 1993,
she became the Chairman of the Legislature—
the first woman in New York south of Albany
to serve in that position. It was as Chairman
that she became a household word throughout
our region. Many of the vital projects important
to our county, including the expansion of our
courthouse, the resolution of our landfill prob-
lems, the need for a new jail, moved forward
under her leadership after vexing others for so
long.

Roberta Murphy was a member of the Mon-
roe-Woodbury Board of Education even before
entering county politics, and served a total of
20 years in that position, and the education of
our young people remained her first love. She
often would question me and my staff regard-
ing our educational policies, reminding us of
her firm belief that our local school boards
know what is best for their students, and that
it is the role of the Federal government to as-
sist when appropriate, but never to dictate.

Governor George Pataki came to know Ro-
berta well when he represented her home
town in the State Assembly. When she passed
on earlier this week at the age of 66, the Gov-
ernor stated: ‘‘Roberta was a tremendous per-
sonal friend and a woman of just tremendous
courage.’’

Perhaps the greatest demonstration of the
affection with which Roberta was held by all is
the fact that in both 1993 and 1997, her con-
stituents reelected her by the largest margin of
any of the 21 members in the Orange County
Legislature.

Roberta’s husband John, with whom she
had a remarkable partnership, predeceased
her by four and a half years. She is survived
by their sons, Robert, John, and Steve. She
was also a proud grandmother.

I invite our colleagues to join me in extend-
ing our sincerest condolences to Roberta’s en-
tire family, and to her countless friends and
admirers. Hopefully, their grief will be some-
what tempered by the knowledge that Roberta
Murphy was a truly unique individual who
touched many lives and who dedicated her life
to a better society for all of us.

Roberta will be long missed by all of us.
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HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED
CAREER OF DR. CLIFF GILLESPIE

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 1998

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and commend the contributions Dr.
George Clifford Gillespie, Jr. has made to Mid-
dle Tennessee State University (MTSU) and
his community.

Dr. Gillespie is the Associate Vice President
for Enrollment Management at Middle Ten-
nessee State University. He is a native of
Nashville and received his undergraduate and
Masters degrees at MTSU. He also received a
doctorate in College Administration from the

George Peabody College at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity.

From 1975 to 1996, Dr. Gillespie held the
position of Dean of Admissions, Records, and
Information Systems at Middle Tennessee
State. At the time of his appointment, he was
the youngest person to hold such a position in
the United States. From 1983 through 1986,
Dr. Gillespie held the position of Secretary/
Treasurer of the Executive Committee of the
American Association of Collegiate Registrars
and Admissions Officers. He has also been a
presenter at the annual meeting of AACRAO
on numerous occasions. In 1994, the National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) ap-
pointed him Interassociation Representative.

Dr. Gillespie had the honor of being se-
lected to serve on the Board of Trustees of
ACT Inc. from 1998 to 2001 this year. Richard
L. Ferguson, ACT President, said that ‘‘during
his six years as Tennessee Representative to
the ACT Corp., Cliff Gillespie has consistently
given thoughtful advice on ways ACT can en-
hance its educational services.’’

Dr. Gillespie has done an exceptional job as
Associate Vice President for Enrollment Man-
agement. Since his employment with the
school in the early 70’s, he has brought about
many changes. Under Dr. Gillespie’s leader-
ship, enrollment has almost doubled. In addi-
tion, ACT average scores for the entering
Freshmen at MTSU are above the national av-
erage and exceed the Tennessee tested pop-
ulation averages. He is truly a strong pro-
ponent of the institution.

Dr. Gillespie has also distinguished himself
as the annual premier announcer for horse
shows at the national and international level,
including the Tennessee Walking Horse Na-
tional Celebration at Shelbyville, TN and the
International Championship Horse Show held
at MTSU. His enthusiasm has earned him the
distinction of being one of the best announc-
ers in the country.

I would like to congratulate Dr. Gillespie on
his stellar accomplishments. Additionally, I
want to sincerely and personally thank Cliff,
his wife, Gayle, and their children Matthew,
Michael and Lauren for their contributions to
Middle Tennessee State University and the
Murfreesboro community.
f

CONGRATULATING THE NEWTON
FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 1998
Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-

gratulate the Kittatinny Hose & Ladder Co. #1
and Steam Co. #1 on their 125th anniversary
of service to the residents of Newton, New
Jersey. These two companies of the Newton
Fire Department will be honored for meritori-
ous service during the Sussex County Fire-
man’s Inspection Day Parade on Saturday,
October 3, in Newton. The Newton Fire De-
partment this year has the honor of hosting
the parade, which honors the hard-working
volunteer firefighters of the entire county.

Volunteer firefighters are among the most
dedicated public servants in our communities.
They set aside their own convenience—in-
deed, their own safety—to protect the lives
and property of their neighbors and ask noth-
ing in return. Volunteer firefighters turn out to
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